CHAPTER  EIGHT
SHRADDHA AND PRAYER FOR THE DEAD
Importance of Shraddha Ceremony
The Karma Kanda of the Vedas, the sacred
books of the Hindus, has laid down different duties
of man according to his position in life and according
to the order to which he belongs All these injunc-
tions are embodied in the book called Manusmriti
Manusmriti is the code of law and conduct for the
Hindus Kings and rulers of the past were guided
by the rules contained therein for the maintenance
of peace and order in the country The Manusmriti
has divided human society into four main divisions
known as Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaisya and Sudra
-It has also made four divisions of the different stages
oi Me of an individual viz., Brahmacharya, Garhas-
thya, Vanaprastha and Sannyasa Brahmacharya is
the life of a student, Garhasthya the household Me,
Vanaprastha the Me in the forest given to religious
pursuits and lastly Sannyasa, the Me of a mendicant
after renouncing all worldly activities These are the
four Ashramas of life
This order of society gradually perished due to
modern civilization and deterioration of spiritual Me
in man. Materialistic dark forces of Rajas and Tamas